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) _Deaer Opsommer

L On behalf of the Mmhlgan Vlctlm Alhance Board of Directors, I would like to take this
‘opportunity to commend you for all of your work with our Teen Summit Program, the © =

. Victim Impact Panels at W. J. Maxey Tralnmg School and past presentatlons to the MSU B
Crlmmal Justice Honor Soc1ety S o

: ‘As you are aware, teen v1ctumzat10n is eriormous problem mn our country Whlle _
adolescents are twice as likely as adults to become victims of violent crime, many teens
do not report the incident or seek help. In many cases the reason for thls isthat the ,
victims are embarrassed about the incidenr; do not know the incident constltutes acrime, -
and/or are not aware of the services design ed to assist them The obstacles to endmg the L
- cycle of teen wctlmlzatlon can only be overcome through education and awareness -
activities within local communities. By recognizing the tremendous. positive influence - v
'that young people can have on other youngr people, the Teen Summit Program empowers '
teenagers to address the problem of teen victimization in a meamngful and produictive _
‘way. The feedback we have received from your presentations at our four Teen Summlts .
has been very positive. The students have enj joyed the sessions and have been very
. 1mpressed with your res1dents’ openness about thelr expenences in the _]uvemle system

1 would also hke to thank you for prov1d1ng our orgamzatlon the opportumty to
participate in the Victim’s Impact Panels at W.J. Maxey Training School, Panehsts from
the MVA have been impressed with the treatment facility and the openness of its -
~ residents to speak about their personal traumas. It has become quite evident to all’ ,
 participants that your residents were first victims and then offenders. 0ur partlc1pat10n in
these panels has aided many v1ct1ms of v1olent crxmes in coping and recovermg from ‘
thelr personal experxences : :

Lastly, I was very pleased to hear that our presentatlons to the MSU Cnmmal Justlce

. Honor Society have been their most popular seminars. Prov1d1ng education to the
community on the effects violent crirne has on victims is a critical goal of our _
organization. Michigan Victim Alliance is proud to have been a partner all of these
efforts. We hope to continue to collaborate with you on projects such as these because |
know that our future endeavors will be just as successful!

Sincerely,

‘)@&\;M
J. Keith Etheridge

Executive Director
Michigan Victim Alliance



